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Hosea Chapter 9  -   The Time of Harvest  

In Hosea chapter 9 we will see that the people want the benefits of union with God without dwelling 

in that union. 

In the beginning of the book as declared in the example of Gomer we found God’s desire towards His 

people like a Husband who longed for a wife.  In Gomer we found a type and shadow of one who 

perceived Who God is (represented by Hosea as a type of Christ as husband of His church) beyond 

religion and found His heart’s desire, receiving His Seed unto conception and bringing forth the fruit 

of His Life.  Gomer’s name means “completion” and we see in her an exhortation to the Church to 

fulfill her destiny as a vessel of Christ Crucified,  partaking of His Divine Nature so that through 

oneness she bears His image in fullness and clarity (as exemplified in Gomer’s and Hosea’s three 

children).   

In Chapter nine we find the results of Israel’s rejection of the Lord’s desires and advances to them.  

Their hearts have chosen others while refusing Him, and now they are bearing the fruit of those long 

years of rejecting union with the Sown God (Jezreel).   

G. Campbell Morgan shares in his book on Hosea that there are five distinct elements found in 

chapter 9.  I would like to comment on three of these points today in our discussion. 

1. The death of joy 

2. Exile from their own land  

3. The loss of spiritual discernment 

4. A falling birthrate 

5. Actual casting out 

 

1.) The Death of Joy – 

a.  NO FEAST cause NO FRUIT 

 

Jer_7:34  Then will I cause to cease from the cities of Judah, and from the streets of Jerusalem, the voice of 

mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride: for the land shall be 

desolate.  

Jer_16:9  For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will cause to cease out of this place in 

your eyes, and in your days, the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the 

voice of the bride.  

Jer_25:10  Moreover I will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the 

bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones, and the light of the candle. 
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Hos 9:1  Rejoice not, O Israel, for joy, as other people: for thou hast gone a whoring from thy God, thou hast 

loved a reward upon every corn floor.  

Hos 9:2  The floor and the winepress shall not feed them, and the new wine shall fail in her.  

Hos 9:3  They shall not dwell in the LORD'S land; but Ephraim shall return to Egypt, and they shall eat unclean 

things in Assyria.  

Hos 9:4  They shall not offer wine offerings to the LORD, neither shall they be pleasing unto him: their 

sacrifices shall be unto them as the bread of mourners; all that eat thereof shall be polluted: for their bread 

for their soul shall not come into the house of the LORD. 

Jer_8:20  The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved. 

What should be a time of the rejoicing in the fruit of oneness is turning into a time of mourning the 

death that is pervasive in the Lord’s own: 

Hos 9:6  For, lo, they are gone because of destruction: Egypt shall gather them up, Memphis shall bury them: 

the pleasant places for their silver, nettles shall possess them: thorns shall be in their tabernacles. 

 Memphis was the ancient capital of Lower Egypt; its situation was on the western bank of the Nile, and 

south of Old Cairo. There its ruins are still seen, with extensive burial-grounds. 

Isaiah 7:23 

In that day, in every place where there were a thousand vines worth a thousand silver shekels, there will be 

only briers and thorns. 

The Time of The Feast 

It is the time and season of harvest and the feast of Tabernacles (ingathering).   It is time to rejoice in 

the fruit of a year of increase and fruitfulness.  Yet instead of gathering hearts and minds into the joy 

and exultation of a feast, the Lord commands in Hosea 9:1 “Rejoice NOT”. 

 Hos 9:1  Rejoice not, O Israel, for joy, as other people: for thou hast gone a whoring from thy God, thou 

hast loved a reward upon every corn floor. 

His reasons for this command are defined as 

1.)  She has left the Lord to make unions with other lovers 

2.) She loved a reward on every threshing floor 

The first is her lack of love for God and love for others. 

The second is her love for her own personal reward rather than His fruit and increase through her.   
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She has left the very One who is her true Husband, and in joining to other lovers has loved the 

strength and benefits union with them has brought her rather than treasuring an increase of the 

Lamb through enduring the threshing process in love for His heart and increase. 

(We are skipping the second point) 

3.) The loss of spiritual discernment. 

Hos 9:7  The days of visitation are come, the days of recompense are come; Israel shall know it: 

the prophet is a fool, the spiritual man is mad, for the multitude of thine iniquity, and the great 

hatred. 

 

The have left HIM, in their hearts and ways.  They are losing their sensitivity to that which is 

Him.  They are losing the very reason God gave humans senses,(which is to know Him).  The 

now have become so far from His heart and desensitized to His spirit that to them,  the “man 

of the spirit is mad”.   Having ears they can no longer hear, and eyes they can no longer see.  

That which is HIM now seems like madness.  They are in darkness, the deep darkness of the 

lack of HIM.   

 

4.) A Falling Birth Rate 

Hos 9:14  Give them, O LORD: what wilt thou give? give them a miscarrying womb and dry breasts. 

They have left him and insodoing  have left their purpose as vessels of His Life.   

They have rejected His Word unto conception, rather turning to conceive through their own 

lusts by foreign seed.  They bear the increase of the flesh rather than the Lamb and breed 

enemies against the very Husband they were married to.   

At this point many in Israel may still have been crying out for their wombs to bear more 

children (which was a big deal in Israel as they were waiting for the Messiah)… yet God is not 

mocked and they will reap what they have sown.  They have sown to the flesh and not to the 

Spirit … therefore they will reap after that kind.  Romans 8 tells us that the mind of the flesh is 

death… not life and peace.  They want life when they have been walking in death. 

Gal 6:7  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  

Gal 6:8  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the 

Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. 

We see this same principle occurring at the beginning of the chapter when they are wanting to 

have a joyful feast-day celebration while in a state of apostasy in their hearts. 
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They continually want all the benefits of being joined to God while still being joined to other 

lovers and bearing their fruit.  

The Harvest Day Comes  

The harvest time comes for every believer, and on that day God is not partial and does not 

have favorites.  God is singular in His view.. He is looking for the increase of His Son in His 

People.  And the only way they can bring forth the increase of that Seed (which is Christ) is 

through partaking of union into Christ in active, real and daily ways of receiving His Word, 

conceiving of it in good ground, nurturing the Seed all year and every day so it will continue to 

grow, until finally Christ is formed in our ways, attitudes and nature and a harvest of His Life 

flows out of us unto the Father.  THIS is the day of JOYFUL CELEBRATION… when the fruit of 

Christ breaks forth through His Body unto God.  But if all the year we have been sowing to the 

flesh and nurturing the wrong mind, spirit and nature in us, then there will be no glorious 

increase of Christ in us at the end.  There will be no joyful celebration of His Fruit through His 

Body.  Rather there will be a time of mourning and sorrow, and a harvest of death.    

The next book (the Book of Joel) will deeply deal with God’s people in just such a state and 

how they are to respond in their spiritual poverty and fruitlessness.  Yet we find in Hosea a 

clear picture of the results of those who have not chosen to abide in the Vine of the Crucified, 

and have cleaved to other vines. 

It is time to REVERSE THE HARVEST and to do it with ALL OUR HEARTS!  That is what Hosea 

chapter ten will be dealing with and therefore we find hope to continually turn back to our first 

love and keep pressing in until we have sown a NEW HARVEST of His Life in us through drawing 

close to His heart and receiving His Word deeply and treasure His mind and nature in us above 

all else.  May our hearts respond to this heart-cry not unto depression due to a bad harvest, 

but to turning back to Him and with a true heart embracing the relationship of living oneness 

we have been brought into through His death, burial and resurrection. 


